
                                           IMPROVING CRITICAL  and  ANALYTICAL SKILLS

This means not taking the print at face value.  It means interpreting and seeing into,  around  and through the writing and the writer. It is more than ‘reading between the lines’.  it is looking through and into the mind of the writer and understanding the point of view and intention of the writer – think of it as  5 dimensional reading .
First  - ensure you understand what you are reading 
Next  - be aware of your own response and why 
Finally - try and put your ideas down succinctly and precisely with correct quotes and references

1. Checking your understanding : the writer’s intention and success (or not )
Do you know what the writer is saying ?
Do you really know what the writer wants you to think? 
Where is the writer coming from ?– STANCE or POSITION
What is the point that the writer is intending to make – INTERPRETATION 
 What is the writer’s  perspective ?  Look for evidence of BIAS /OPINION and separate from FACT check the facts are appropriate for the argument .
What is the writer apparently saying ? What is the writer intending  to say/persuade and how.?
What are the tools that the writer is  using to influence your opinion or what are the devises that the writer is using ?
Are there arguments and developments that the reader might be able to predict ?

2. Know your own response –  your STANCE or POSITION 
How do you respond to what you are reading ? Remember your first reaction can be  emotional 
Are you being swayed by your own emotions or opinions ?
Ask yourself if you are interpreting correctly 
Think why the writer takes a stance and the effectiveness of the use of facts to support their argument 
  
3. Coherent analysis and criticism – knowing you have sussed the writer 
List the points made by the writer  and try and clarify  the stance  (position) and evidence for this – pro and cons + your own position if required 
Summarise the writer’s points and bias and explain why you know this whilst acknowledging your own 
It can help if you can :
· Discuss the writing with another, or ideally a group. We all read the same thing differently . So we can all interpret ideas and facts differently  
· If it is a book or very long article split it up amongst a group and read one part only  then 
Swap your knowledge and understanding of your part with the others so you gain a complete picture . 
This will lead to exchange of ideas and opinions too. 

Always try to read into 
                                         and around 
                                                              and beyond  what that the writer is saying.  

Try this:

Underline facts in one colour 
Underline opinions in another colour
Mark opinions that are substantiated 
Mark opinions that are unsubstantiated 
Underline a sentence or two that demonstrate the writer’s stance 
In the same colour underline other words, phrases and sentences that support that stance 
Write list of missing points/ facts that are pertinent to the piece 
Tick where you agree, and mark with a cross any sentences phrases , words you disagree with 
In a sentence - summarise the writer’s stance ( it may come from the passage )
In a sentence or two - summarise where you stand in the argument and why – this will include your evidence of the opinion of the writer and your knowledge of the subject .
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